(Yive Closer to the ¢(Dafer

FOR SOME, A LARGE, BUILTIN AQUARILIM
15 THE CURE FOR SEASDNAL CABIN FEVER

Kean Sheller who Owns the E|l.'-"|-E|IJI'|'I'JI.I'|-',-|II&'S-EE| MH RRTISTS
(814 Mangfeld CF, Schoumbung, BER062-9677. aquariemanindt com), has

a slate of contractors at his desposal to install his signatune freshwater

Mpuariurms, which use live plants and colorful fish for a lush effiect that
MEMICs 4 pond, " MOt people Sy ey ve Never seen anytning ke 1,
e sy, (He maintains that captve-teed frethwater fith hane 3 |ower
mostality rate than saltwater fish because they go through fewer hands
i Ui jounmey b the tandl ) Afber installation, maintenance o virtually
trouble free for the owmner: The tank includes a mechanical tray that
automatically feeds the fish and, for $100 to $250 a manth, the com-
parmy will makee cleaning house calls, The whole pob—incleding con-
StruCteod, equipment, plumbing, and the fish and rocks or plants-

costs about £5.000 to 56,000, OLD TOWN AQUARTUR (T535 M ells 5
3126428763, oidrownaquarium.com) offers the same level of service

for saltwater aquariums, and no request, the Owners sy, i 1oo lange
o outlandish—ihe company once installed an 18-foot-long tank
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A doorknob from NANZ (Mer

chandise Mart Suite 103 312
-1300) is a splurge to begin
WIth, SO you W as well go all
the way and have it laser-
engraved with a monog
The most appropriate place
would be in a study,” savs
.'m'ni-":'i' Kamm of MNanz, a cus-

tom manufacturer of solid
brass door and cabinet
hardware, based in New York
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e family crest would work

[Or the rest o7 the noLse

#4 CHICACD DECCWBER ZOOT

Immortalize
Your Loved
Ones

Based in Fort Atkingon,
Wisconsin, squestrian
portraitist JULLA INCE
hasd traveled throughout
the Chicago anga 1o wisit
the homes and stables
of clients. Getting a
sense of a horse's per-
sonality and a firsthand
look at his color, she
a5, is the loey o creat-
g an accurate painted
portrait. "I coubd ahways
el the difference be-
tween one horse and an-
other,” e says. “Some
sy a harse is a horse,
but that's not true.”
She works in oll and
COmpletes most Comimis-
siond b about two
months. A portrakt of a
subject’s head, nech, and
shoulders with nd back-
ground ks §1,500; the
whiole horse with a back-
growund is $2,000. 320-
S6.3-9833, fuliotnce.com

Spiffy Up

THREE WAYS TD MAKE
YOUR HOMELIFE SHIME
1
Gt a green sprin !':-Iil'.'.'%l'l-"ll'_

SPARKLE QUEEN | 773-RII-#505;
sparkleguesn.com) ollers top-to-
bottom housccleaning using all-
natural, nontoxic products, The

“Super Sparkle” service I8 the

ultimate homie-keeping indul-
gence: For $75 an hour (for the
first and usually dirtbest visit),
in addition 1o all the standard
tasks, a team of two will do the
chores you wish would simply

g0 away, such as cleaning the

insddes of cabinets amnd the

refreeralor, washing trash cans,

and mopping under the beds.

On seoomd thowght, why wait

until spring?

MANE YOUr artwirk-—{ina/Ly
Ikann Witczak and Natasha
Spencer, the hushand-and-wile
team behind THE ART OF INSTALLA-
THOM (77 d-Fe2-{4 7T, I.f.'-'n'.l'l'l.!r'
tnsfalintion.com), understand
why it can take years for people
o display their artwork, a big
issue being the fear of pounding
madls into walls, Witczak, a [or-
T chiel preparaton (o8 & muse-
wim, and Spencer, a visual artist
by training. can do it all—irom
helping you cull the showcase-
worthy gems fnom an over
whelming collection of Eumily
pheotos o ar, Lo growping, fram-
img, and installing the winners
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Streambing your electmonics
Gawk all you like, bot when the
time comes Lo bay, lurm Lo THE

LITTLE UYS HOMIE ELECTROMICS
(18305 8. Halsted 5S¢, Glemwood;
TORFEE=8544, thelittegnys.com),
a fullsErvice bech emponum in
the moasth subarbe, The Dusiness

exocls in putting together the
right combination of equipment
to satisfy a househald with
diverging tastes—{or example,
an HIDTY sports fan, a Nintendo
player, a TiVo addict, and &
penny pincher. The Litthe Gays
can deliver and install, oo

yscribe
Flowers

Thene i 15, wiitsng for
YouC 3 Wpeely arrange-
matnt of freth cut
ficrwtrs, Swapped for
Tt Qroopy One that
wars thefe Be{one, Mot
Ty [t offers
tegular inchome deli-
ey ASRAL GARDEN
(1935 W North M
ST3-TE-0680, airg
Cavien. Corml En
WhChoer Fark 15 o
Ehat does. “we hawe
K2y 10 their home
ENEI Uhe Crarier
Elirabeth Cronim

"0 wet bring the fiow-
£T5 1D TN SOOI rman,
O of her longtime

CUATOMErs [ekes 1o
hawve a flat of wheat-
Erass indtadled X ou
dramatic Cenlerpeece
0 ET NOmee; anather
Ol 3 large antigiee
i, into wihich
Cronin Lhps 3 vade
armangemsent of huge
green seticanm leaves
Liza Paul, whose four-
yvear-old floral busi
MmeEss o Called OOLDm
& COMPANY [ 5059

N Rocine A 312-
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